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International Advisory Body on Submarine Cable Resilience

Mission: Enhance the resilience of submarine telecommunications cables, ensuring their 
role as vital infrastructure for global connectivity.

Members (42): Diverse representation from governments, regulatory authorities, industry 
leaders, submarine cable experts, and international organisations.

Working Methods: Combination of in-person (once per year) and virtual meetings, 
working groups, for an initial two-year term.

International Submarine Cable Resilience Summit (Abuja, 26-27 Feb. 2025): a 
landmark event, bringing together governments, industry leaders, and international 

organizations.







SUMMIT 
DECLARATION



• H.E. Minister ​Bosun Tijani, 

Minister of Communications, 

Innovation and Digital Economy of 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
(Co-chair)

• Prof. Sandra Maximiano, Chair of 

ANACOM's Board of Directors 
(Co-chair)

• 40 Members

• Focal points of each Member

• Intergovernmental organizations 

(consultative role)

• Tomas Lamanauskas, ITU Deputy 

Secretary General

• Kent Bressie, ICPC Legal Adviser 
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ICPC Best Practices

 Summarize ICPC’s views on key actions that governments should 
take to promote cable protection and resilience

 Designed to assist governments in developing laws, policies, and 
practices to for submarine cable protection and resilience

 Identify general principles and best practices in specific areas.  
General principles include:

 Wholistic approach to risks

 Transparent regulatory regimes that foster speedy 
installation and repair

 Promotion of rule of law for the oceans

 Consultation with industry

 Use of best available science

 Engagement with other states on a regional and global 
basis



Specific Best Practices

 Measures to reduce fishing and anchoring risks

 Default separation distances between cables and other marine activities

 Geographic diversity of routes and landings

 Single point of contact within national governments to enhance coordination

 Regulatory frameworks that expedite installation and repair, recognize high-
seas freedoms, and apply best available science

 Charting of cables at all ocean depths

 Cable protection laws and measures

 Marine spatial planning to enhance early-stage coordination

 Minimal cabotage and crewing restrictions, customs duties, taxes, and fees

 Classification of submarine cables as critical infrastructure

 Sharing of risk and threat information between government and industry



ICPC and UNEP-WCMC report

 On April 10, 2025, the ICPC and UNEP-WCMC launched their report 
Submarine cables and marine biodiversity

 A successor to the successful 2009 report Submarine Cables and the 
Oceans, the 2025 report addresses advances in scientific knowledge 
and in cables

 The 2025 report provides an invaluable resource for states and 
stakeholders in relation to BBNJ Agreement implementation
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