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Latin America and the Caribbean has just gone through a decade

even more lost than the iInfamous ‘lost decade.’

Latin America and the Caribbean: GDP Growth Rate, 1951-2023
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Fuente: Comisién Econémica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL), sobre la base de cifras oficiales. Para 2022 y 2023, corresponden a proyecciones de la CEPAL.



Output per hour worked (US$) and productivity gap with the United
States, 1950-2023
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Digital Agenda forLAC (eLAC) 20-Year Process
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eLAC2026: A Regional Digital Agenda

Digital agenda
for Latin America
and the Caribbean

LC/CMSI94

8 November 2024
ENGLISH
ORIGINAL: SPANISH
2401156{E]

Ninth Minsstenal Conference on the Information
Society in Latin Amenca and the Carsbbean

Santiago, 7 and 8 November 2024

DIGITAL AGENDA FOR LATIN AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN (eLAC2026)

Leveraging digital technologies for economic growth

Focusing on using digital technologies to drive economic development and

prosperity across the region

Promoting social inclusion

Utilizing digital tools and services to expand access to opportunities and reduce
Inequalities
Fostering sustainable development
Harnessing digital solutions to support environmentally-friendly and climate-resilient
progress
Enabling meaningful connectivity
Expanding affordable, high-speed internet access to connect all communities
Investing in robust digital infrastructure
Building resilient broadband, mobile, and other digital infrastructure across the region
Promoting ethical Al development and adoption
Ensuring the responsible and equitable use of artificial intelligence technologies
Fostering digital innovation and entrepreneurship
Supporting the growth of a vibrant digital economy and ecosystem
Building digital skills and knowledge

Investing in education and training to develop a digitally-skilled workforce



The Santiago Declaration: A Digital Vision
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Minth Ministerial Conference on the Information

Sociely in Latin Amenca and the Canbbean

A shared commitment to Emphasis on regional
SANTIAGO DECLARATION digital' progress acrOSS Latin COl[aboration tO drive
L A e o, mesing S o America and the Caribbean. digital transformation.

all the ninth Ministerial Conference on the Inforn

Latin America and the Caribbean,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2013, entitled “Transforming our

30 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, and mindful of the potential for information and

communications technologies to facilitate and advance efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals and their targets,

Reaffirming the principles and objectives agreed at the World Summit on the Information Society
and the commitment to build a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented information sociels

and recogmzing the support function performed by the Umited Nations regional commissions in the
implementation of the Plan of Action adopted by the World Summit on the Information Society,

| [ | [ ]
Aware of the importance of the Ministerial Conference on the Information Society in Latin Amenca D I I ta l- S O V e r e I n t |
and the Caribbean in pursuing regional cooperation processes and partnerships in digital matters, to inspire g g y O n I n u e O I I I e n u I I I
the fundamental principles and values of solidanty and inclusion, freedom, participation, secunty and
sustamability in the area of digital transformation,

Recognizing that, in the 19 years since the Rio de Janeiro Commitment established the importance
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multi-sectoral cooperation in the region,

Sustained commitment to
the e LAC2026 Initiative and
regional digital agenda.

Tak pte of the Global Digital Compact adopted at the Summit of the Future, held in New York
on 22 and 23 Seplember 2024,




Overcoming
Development Traps
in Latin America
and the Caribbean
in the Digital Age |

The Transformative
Potential of Digital
Technologies and
Artificial Intelligence

-
eLAC
2026
Digital agenda
for Latin Amdrica

and the Caribbean

Overcoming Development Traps in Latin America
and the Caribbean in the Digital Age: The
Transformative Potential of Digital Technologies and

Artificial Intelligence

Key Focus Areas:

Improving digital infrastructure and connectivity.
Developing digital skills and human capital.
Promoting ethical and responsible Al adoption.
Harmonizing digital transformation with productive
development policies.

Digital Transformation as a Catalyst: Digital
technologies and Al offer a unique opportunity to
address development traps.

Boosting Productivity: Through business digitalization

and innovation.

‘Reducing Inequality: By expanding access to services






Ministerial Conference
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Latin America and the Caribbean

Similar Challenges, Different Realities
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Mobile Broadband Digital Divide between EU27 and LAC, and EU27 and the Caribbean

E-government index Fixed Broadband Download
Speed

Mobile broadband connections
per country's population.

Mobile broadband latency

‘Data from ECLAC's Digital Development Observatory




Instruments to Support the Implementation of the

elLAC Action Plan for the Caribbean

\I Technical

\\ Secretariat ECLAC and the working groups foster collaboration within
eLAC by sharing best practices, strengthening capacities,
generating knowledge, and promoting connections with

///I Worklng Group other organizations.

for the
\| I Caribbean
celLAC
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/ \ Digital Agenda
for Latin Arrferlca inlgf;ifisnetdhe Unique
and the Caribbean Characteristics

eLAC Agenda
vis-a-vis digital
transformation

of the
Caribbean

On January 28, 2025, at its first meeting, following the Ministerial Conference, eLAC's
Board of Directors decided to establish the “eLAC Working Group for the Caribbean.”
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eLAC Working Group for the Caribbean

Structure: Sub-Working Groups (SWGs)

SWG 1: Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Policy making

enhancement tools

SWG 2: Digital Sovereignty :
and Cybersecurity - Studies

- Dialogues

- Presentations

- Technical Assistance
- KPlIs

SWG 3: eGovernance

Sub-working groups - thematic focus and dynamic format to achieve better workload allocation

and results
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Artificial Intelligence (Al) Digital Sovereignty & Cybersecurity




Thank you

@elLAC _CEPAL
demetris.herakleous@un.org

Digital Agenda for Latin America
and the Caribbean (eLAC2026)



https://conferenciaelac.cepal.org/9/es/documentos/agenda-digital-america-latina-caribe-elac2026
https://conferenciaelac.cepal.org/9/es/documentos/agenda-digital-america-latina-caribe-elac2026
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