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THE MAIN PREREQUISITE AND EXAMPLES OF APPLICATION
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Connectivity – major issue for SIDS



Global telecom traffic pattern
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Digital – in every aspects of life, whether 
economic, social or environmental

• Information tracked in close to real time
– “Now” is not an hour, perhaps not even 1 second ago.

• Lots of information to transmit, and process
– From text or voice to video

– Cloud computing

• Future?

IT on level with global standards a must



SIDS: small internal & remote markets
• The link costs to Rest of The World - a much bigger issue per 

end-user
• Int’l. traffic is controlled by a handful of companies
• Government grip over international gateways?
• Uptake of mobile services - many times faster

• WiFi and WiMax deployment strengthening and follow in the 
footsteps of wireless voice networks

• Fixed-line network infrastructure?
• PC penetration?
• Most native languages have no web presence
• Lag in human development indicators

– Poverty, illiteracy, enrollment rates
– Concentration of wealth (small addressable broadband market)



In short - SIDS 
should do more 
than just have 
Internet

Capacity – Basic Speed, 

Latency, Service Level

Reliability – Redundancy, 

 alternative routes

Competition – Price closer 

to cost, service we like,

 innovation making us 

globally competitive
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METISS, initiated by the Indian Ocean Commission
Project principles

Regional collaboration for costs reduction

• Democratisation of access to International broadband

OPEN-ACCESS

• A non-discriminatory approche enabling all operateurs easy access to 
International broadband.

A specific governance model adapted to the needs

• A model to guaranty the application of the project principles 

Regional connectivity improved

• Facilitating and promoting intra-regional linkages.

Cost reduction for national backbone

• Integration of option for reduced cost for Mauritius-Rodrigues link



An initiative of the Indian Ocean Commission

8

2014- 2015: 
Feasibility study 

to improve 
competitiveness 
of international 

broad band

February 2015:

IOC Council of Ministers 
confirm the role of the 
IOC to lead the project 
for laying of Fibre cable 

March 2016: 
Expertise for the 
preparation of  
business plan – 

finance and 
infrastructure

March – June 2016: 
Consultation with 

operators on 
business plan, 
structure and  

financial  
governance

June 2016

Signature 
of MoU

Signature 
of SPV

January 
2017

Mid-2016:

Contracting 
suppliers 

2020:

Cable 
Operational

Phases led by the IOC Phase led by operators



METISS cable laying ship





• METISS Cable linking to landing station



METISS cable – landing stattion





Leveraging Digital Solutions for 
Environmental Sustainability

APPLICATIONS



BLUE ECONOMY
New frontier for sustainable development
especially for SIDS 

WHY THE WIO IS INTERESTED IN MARITIME SECURITY?
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A MARITIME SECURITY ARCHITECTURE FOR WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN

MARITIME SECURITY A PREREQUISITE 
To attain sustainable development

ADDRESSING TRANSNATIONAL CRIMES 
(IUU, Traffic of drugs, arms, human, ressources, Terrorism)
National economy / Social development / National and 
Regional stability



WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN MARITIME SECURITY ARCHITECTURE

20 E 76,5E

37S

26N

RMIFC MARITIME INTEREST ZONE 

IFC 
Singapore

General zone 
of interest

Article 1 para.9 of MASE REGIONAL AGREEMENTS

RCOC OPERATION ZONE

General 
Interest

zone ICC, 
Gulf of 
Guinée



Sharing and 
exchange of 

Maritime Info.

Exchange and coordinate at national levels

Coordinate Joint 
Operations at sea

REGIONAL MECHANISM OF SURVEILLANCE AND CONTROL OF THE WIO
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A MARITIME SECURITY ARCHITECTURE FOR WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN

NATIONAL 
CENTRES 

of the 7 
Signatory States

Technical Committee of ILOs & Technicians

1 National Technical Committee
per Signatory State

IFCs
Shipping Industry

Coast Guard, Navies,  Regional States, 
International Partners,

Navies and Regional States

Technical Committee of ILOs & Technicians



MARINE 

BIODIVERSITY 

HALIEUTICS 

RESOURCES

OIL & GAS

A region rich  in marine resources



Maritime INCIDENTS
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1. The numbers are just the tip of the iceberg
2. Tendency - look at national level figures, but even then …..
3. TRAFIC INCREASES AND RISKS INCREASE



MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS

GEOGRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION OF ALL ACTIVITIES IN WIO REGION 2021



POLMAR RISKS: Increasing with time
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5,000 tanker trips & 600M tons of oil

>200,000 vessel trips

6 vessels stuck on reefs 
none were tankers

Neither the one in Shri Lanka

Accidents happen to others
Focus need to be on all vessels



WILD LIFE SMUGLING



WILD LIFE SMUGLING





VESSELS OF INTEREST-THEIR CLASSIFICATION

• STATELESS VESSELS
• WRONG OR ERRATIC MMSI NUMBERS
• SWINTCHING ON/OFF OF AIS REGULARLY FOR PARTICULAR MOVEMENTS 

IN/OUT OF EEZ
• AIS SPOOFING
• GHOST SHIPS (ACTIVITIES BEFORE SCRAP)
• NO CALL SIGN
• NO IMO NUMBER
• NO DESTINATION
• NO REGISTRATION
• NO LISENCE FROM IOTC/SIOFA
• DEVIATION OF CARGO SHIPS/BULK CARRIERS FROM NORMAL ROUTE
• SUSPICIOUS RENDEZ-VOUS (CARGO SHIP/FISHING VESSELS)
• UNEXPLAINED ANCHORAGE OF TANKERS FOR SEVERAL DAYS
• NO ANSWER FROM SHIP AGENTS/OWNER

ABOVE 70 VOIs SINCE THE BEGINNING OF 2021



Leveraging Digital Governance for Resilient Prosperity in 
SIDS

THE MAIN PREREQUISITE & EXAMPLES OF APPLICATIONS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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