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Introduction to Intellectual Property
(IP)

IP refers to expressed
creations of the mind

World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO)

• In 2014, this photo triggered a dispute between David
Slater and Wikipedia which uploaded the picture and
reasoned that monkeys cannot own copyright.

• In September 2015, the campaign group People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) sued Mr. Slater on
behalf of Naruto to assert copyright, claiming that the
selfie “resulted from a series of purposeful and
voluntary actions by Naruto…”

• In January 2016, the trial judge dismissed the action on
the basis that even if Naruto had taken the pictures by
“independent, autonomous action,” the suit could not
continue as animals do not have standing in a court of
law.

• PETA appealed the dismissal.

• The parties reached a settlement out of court. deal
includes a commitment from the photographer to pay 25
percent of all future royalty revenue to the monkey
sanctuary where Naruto lives.

https://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2018/01/artic
le_0007.html

https://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2018/01/article_0007.html


Types of IP

IP

Industrial Property

Trademarks

Patents 

Industrial Designs

Geographical Indications

Integrated Circuits

New Plant Varieties

Copyright & Neighbouring Rights

Writings

Musical Works

Dramatic Works

Stage Productions

Audiovisual Works

Paintings, Drawings, Engravings

Sculptures

Photographic, Architecture

Sound Recordings

Public performances

Works of mas

Illustrations, Maps, Plans

Computer Programs



Fintech and IP Protection

Adopted from https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=b6b07588-2c19-4983-bb0c-3ec2ae04eb19

• Protect against infringement

• A business asset

• Assists with due diligence

• Protection should also be sought for non fungible tokens

Trade marks

• To protect the technology

Patents 

• To protect confidential information

• Use non-disclosure agreements

• Ensure confidentiality 

• Implement confidentiality clauses in third party agreements 

Trade Secrets

•Protects software
•Clauses govern ownership of the copyright 
•It is important that copyright in any software or other works 
created by third party contractors is assigned to the fintech

Copyright

TOPIC: Fintech & Regulatory Sandboxing

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=b6b07588-2c19-4983-bb0c-3ec2ae04eb19


The International Framework and the 
Digital IP Ecosystems

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT ARTICLE NATIONAL LEGISLATION/ PRACTICE

Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual

Property Rights (TRIPS)

Article 10: Computer Programs and

Compilations of Data

Section 6(1)(b) of the Copyright Act Chap.

82:80: Derivative works;

Section 14 of the Copyright Act Chap.

82:80: Reproduction and adaptation of

computer programs.

Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement

Concerning the Registration of Marks

Article 2: Securing Protection through

International Registration

https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/efil

e/

Part XII of the Trade Marks Regulations,

2020: Electronic Online System

Regulation 5 of the Trade Marks

(International Registration) Regulations,

2020: Electronic Online System

http://ipo.gov.tt/ipo-news/madrid-e-filing-

now-live-in-trinidad-and-tobago/

The Geneva Act (1999) of the Hague

Agreement Concerning the International

Registration of Industrial Designs

Article 16: International Application

Procedure

*The TTIPO is seeking to accede to same.

Belize, Jamaica and Suriname are

signatories.

The Patent Cooperation Treaty Article 3: The International Application Electronic filings are possible

Epct: http://ipo.gov.tt/ipo-news/guidance-

for-patent-cooperation-treaty-pct-

applicants-using-the-trinidad-and-tobago-

intellectual-property-office-as-a-receiving-

office/

TOPIC: International Perspective: International Cooperation 

https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/efile/
http://ipo.gov.tt/ipo-news/madrid-e-filing-now-live-in-trinidad-and-tobago/
http://ipo.gov.tt/ipo-news/guidance-for-patent-cooperation-treaty-pct-applicants-using-the-trinidad-and-tobago-intellectual-property-office-as-a-receiving-office/


Trade Marks

• “…any sign capable of being represented graphically and

which is capable of distinguishing goods or services…” - S.

3 of the Trade Marks Act No. 8 of 2015

• Protect the use of logos, names, slogans and symbols.

• Valuable assets.

• Build trust, confidence and loyalty in a product.

• Can be used as a sign of endorsement.

• Enable licensing.
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Absolute grounds s. 8 
of the Trade Marks 
Act No. 8 of 2015

Does not satisfy the
definition of a trade
mark

Not distinctive
Designates kind, 

quality or purpose, 
etc

Customary in the 
current language

Relative grounds s. 
9 of the Trade 

Marks Act No. 8 of 
2015

Identical to goods 
or services for 

which an earlier 
mark is protected

Likelihood of 
confusion as the 

trade mark is 
identical or similar 
to an earlier trade 

mark 

Well-known Bad faith

Cross section of the grounds of refusal of registration adapted

from the Trade Marks Act No. 8 of 2015 available online at

http://ipo.gov.tt/downloads/Trademark/Trade_Mark_Act_2015.

pdf

http://ipo.gov.tt/downloads/Trademark/Trade_Mark_Act_2015.pdf


Trade Marks



Trade Marks



Trade Marks



Patents

• Scientific & technical inventions, new formulations and
processes

Step 1: enter patents.google.com 

Step 2: enter key terms in the search 

bar



Patents

Step 3 : peruse search results



Patents

https://patents.google.com/patent/EP0785518 A2/en 

https://patents.google.com/patent/EP0785518


Patents

https://patents.google.com/patent/EP0785518 A2/en 

https://patents.google.com/patent/EP0785518


• Patents protect inventions.

• An invention is a new technical solution to an existing
problem (process/product).

• A patent is an exclusive right granted for an invention, which
is a product or a process that provides, in general, a new
way of doing something, or offers a new technical solution to
a problem (https://www.wipo.int/patents/en/)

• Patents Act 1996 and Rules:

https://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/laws2/Alphabetical_List/lawspdfs/
82.76.pdf

Patents

https://www.wipo.int/patents/en/
https://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/laws2/Alphabetical_List/lawspdfs/82.76.pdf


Industrial Designs

• Industrial Designs Act 1996 and Rules: 
https://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/laws2/Alphabetical_List/lawspdfs/82.77.
pdf

Adapted from https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-
development/en/agenda/docs/scoping_study_mobile_apps.pdf

https://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/laws2/Alphabetical_List/lawspdfs/82.77.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-development/en/agenda/docs/scoping_study_mobile_apps.pdf


Industrial Designs
Case Study: Udazzle

• Ms. Rhona Eastman Jack, seamstress, entrepreneur and inventor

from Trinidad and Tobago calls on all girls and women to innovate:

• “It is important for women to capitalize on innovation and invention

which enhances world economic status and fosters creativity”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHWelVr2MbM & https://www.wipo.int/ip-

outreach/en/ipday/archive/ipday_2018.html#wipoModal2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHWelVr2MbM
https://www.wipo.int/ip-outreach/en/ipday/archive/ipday_2018.html#wipoModal2


Copyright

Adapted from https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-
development/en/agenda/docs/scoping_study_mobile_apps.pdf

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-development/en/agenda/docs/scoping_study_mobile_apps.pdf


Pg. 9 of “The Economic Contribution of Copyright Based Industries in Trinidad and Tobago available online at: 
http://ipo.gov.tt/downloads/Relevant_Studies/econ_contribution_cr_tt.pdf

http://ipo.gov.tt/downloads/Relevant_Studies/econ_contribution_cr_tt.pdf


Copyright

• Growth in the creative industries is on average three times that of
the economy as a whole.

• In three-quarters of countries surveyed using WIPO evaluation
guidelines, the creative industries made a contribution to GDP of
between 4 percent and 6.5 percent.

Adapted from: https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_cr_2017_1.pdf

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_cr_2017_1.pdf


List of IT Systems for IPOs

WIPO

Industrial Property 
Administration System 

(IPAS)

WIPO Publish

WIPO File

Madrid Module

iGovtt

Network Infrastructure

Emails

Acknowledgement 
Payment System (APS)

GovPayTT

Outsourced

Point of Sale (POS)

Internal

Register and File 
Tracking System (RFTS)



IT Systems and their Advantages to 
Users of the IP Ecosystem

Systems Internal Services eServices and their Advantages

IPAS Reception and processing of all 

applications and forms filed at TTIPO

Promotes ease of doing business for MSMEs and SMEs, as well

as individual applicants.

WIPO 

Publish

EDMS for IPAS

Internal Search Tool

Online Search Tool allows users to search for information with 

ease. 

WIPO File eFiling of Trademark applications and forms is convenient for 

MSMEs, SMEs and users as they can file remotely at any time 

convenient to them. 

Madrid 

Module

Reception of Madrid designations into 

IPAS

This provides the status of Madrid marks which are included on 

search reports. Examiners can assist users of the system by 

providing relevant information as may be necessary. 

RFTS Tracks movement of files and registers This ensures that they are readily available when the proprietor or 

agent contacts the TTIPO for information. 

POS Creates acknowledgements for payments

Process payments and generate receipts

Emails acknowledgements and receipts to applicants and agents. 

APS Facilitates online payment for acknowledgements via GovPayTT

payments gateway.



Online Services

http://ipo.gov.tt/general/online-services/

• WIPO File for Online Filing of Trade

mark Applications and Forms

http://efiling.ipo.gov.tt:8080/efiling/

• Tutorial Videos 

http://ipo.gov.tt/category/tutorials-for-e-

services/

• Online Payments for all transactions 

https://payment.ipo.gov.tt/

• Online Journal Publication 

http://ipo.gov.tt/journals/

• Links to multiple WIPO e-Services

http://ipo.gov.tt/general/wipo-services/

http://ipo.gov.tt/general/online-services/
http://efiling.ipo.gov.tt:8080/efiling/
http://ipo.gov.tt/category/tutorials-for-e-services/
https://payment.ipo.gov.tt/
http://ipo.gov.tt/journals/
http://ipo.gov.tt/general/wipo-services/


WIPO File Statistics

Filed at Office
9%

Madrid
32%

WIPO File
59%

TRADEMARK APPLICATIONS SINCE MARCH 31, 2020



WIPO File Statistics

Mar 2019 - Feb
2020

Mar 2020 - Feb
2021

Mar 2021 - Feb
2022

Mar 2022 - Jan
2023

Total TMs 1330 1336 1688 1662

Traditional Apps 1330 386 68 112

WIPO File Apps 0 928 1082 658

Madrid Apps 0 22 538 892
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IP Office of the future:
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)

In December 2018, the TTIPO and the WIPO entered into a
collaboration through the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) to make available ADR options, in particular mediation, for
intellectual property (IP) and technology disputes in Trinidad and
Tobago and the region, through the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation
Center (WIPO Center).

https://www.wipo.int/amc/en/center/specific-sectors/ipoffices/trinidadtobago/

TOPIC: Consumer Protection & Competition/ Fair Trading Legislation to 

bolster the digital economy

https://www.wipo.int/amc/en/center/specific-sectors/ipoffices/trinidadtobago/


IP Office of the future:
Leveraging Tools for SMEs

IP Diagnostic Tool

https://www.wipo.int/sme/en/

TOPIC: Measuring digital economies and creating an enabling regulatory 

environment for financial innovation

https://www.wipo.int/sme/en/


IP Office of the future:
Appreneurship

Adopted from Pg. 18 of the Scoping Study on Availability and Use of Intellectual Property 
Tools to Protect Mobile Applications in the Three Beneficiary Countries Namely Kenya, 
Trinidad and Tobago and the Philippines : https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-
development/en/agenda/docs/scoping_study_mobile_apps.pdf

TOPIC: Bridging the Digital Divide

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ip-development/en/agenda/docs/scoping_study_mobile_apps.pdf


IP Legislation

Regulation 39 of the Trade Marks Regulations, 2020



IP Legislation

Electronic Online System

Part XII Trade Marks Regulations, 2020



IP Legislation

Regulation 76 of the Trade Marks Regulations, 2020



IP Legislation

Regulation 76 of the Trade Marks Regulations, 2020



IP Legislation

Regulation 76 of the Trade Marks Regulations, 2020



IP Treaties

• The full list of International Conventions Relating to
Intellectual Property to which Trinidad and Tobago is a
member of is available online at https://bit.ly/3BnF1xn.

• Some key treaties include:

• The Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial
Property (1883).

• The Patent Cooperation Treaty (1970)

• The Nice Agreement concerning the International
Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of
the Registration of Marks (1957).

TOPIC: INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE: INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

https://bit.ly/3BnF1xn


IP Treaties

• Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (2019).

• Beijing Treaty on Audio-visual Performances (2019).

•Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published
Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or
Otherwise Print Disabled (2019).



The Madrid Protocol

https://internationalipcooperation.eu/sites/default/files/caripi-
docs/CarIPI_apr2021_The-Madrid-protocol-in-Trinidad-and-Tobago.pdf

https://internationalipcooperation.eu/sites/default/files/caripi-docs/CarIPI_apr2021_The-Madrid-protocol-in-Trinidad-and-Tobago.pdf


The Madrid Protocol

https://internationalipcooperation.eu/sites/default/files/arise-
docs/2020/Caripi_oct2020_The-Madrid-Protocol_HQ.pdf

https://internationalipcooperation.eu/sites/default/files/arise-docs/2020/Caripi_oct2020_The-Madrid-Protocol_HQ.pdf


The Madrid Protocol



International Co-operation

TOPIC: INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE: INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 



Testimonials



Address: 3rd Floor, Capital Plaza, 11-13 Frederick 
Street, Port of Spain.

Email: info@ipo.gov.tt
Phone: 226-4476
www.ipo.gov.tt

IpoTrinbago


